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Ma’asei HaShlichim

[ACTS  OF  THE APOSTLES]

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think Luke felt it was important to interject this information 
between when Saul and Barnabas left for Jerusalem in 11 and when they 
have completed their mission at the beginning of 13? What necessary context 
does this chapter give?

2. With how Herod Agrippa is described in this chapter, what can you discern 
about him and his character?

3. What must it have been like for the believing community to hear about the 
death of James—one of the four pillars of the Messianic community—and 
the imprisonment of Peter just before Passover celebrations had begun, 
when the city was flooded with visitors and excitement? Have you ever had 
to deal with grief while surrounded by the joy others express during the 
holidays?

Acts 12
"At that time..."

Discussion Questions:

1.	 Distinguish between and summarize Stoicism and Epicureanism. Which of 
the two philosophies most accords with today's postmodern values?

2.	 What was the Areopagus? Where did they meet in Paul's day? How did Paul 
use the “altar of the unknown god” in Athens to escape charges of introducing 
strange deities?

3.	 Explain Paul's attempt at communicating the gospel in Greek philosophical 
language in Athens. Why did he minimize references to a Jewish context? How 
well did his attempt work?

4.	 Read 1 Corinthians 1-4. How did Paul's experience in Athens change his method 
of teaching when he came to Corinth? How did you think he may have viewed 
his own attempt at rhetoric?

5.	 What did Paul do for a living? What did that trade entail? Read 1 Corinthians 
9:1-18. Did Paul feel it was wrong for apostles and teachers to receive their 
income from teaching? Why did he insist on providing for his own needs? Why 
do you think he refused financial support from the Corinthian believers but 
accepted long-distance support from Philippi?

Acts 17:16—18:11
“Athens & Corinth”


